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charges

might
not fly

Court says misconduct

applies only to ‘public

officers, not all workers
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Aaron Alkman sits in a replica of the Ghostbusters hearse at his home in Lansing on Wednesday. He and Jerry Jodioskl, of
Lanzing, teamed up to create the car, which is the same make and model hearse used in the new Ghostbusters filrm.

Duo creates replica
of ‘Ghostbusters’ car

GONNA CALL?
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and gets the oo

But mostly it generates questions,

S0 many questions,
- people ask. “How

And the ever popular, “Can I get
¢ plcture ta with it
i v. Jodloski, 49, said.

roofl is packed with “g
emergency lights. The driver and
passengerside doors sport mil-

ooking out behind a red circle with
a line through it.
The license plate on the vehicle's
front grill even reads “Ecto-1, New
York.”
And in case you're wondering,
ves, there's a siren, and its blare just 3 a0 % ith & replica of the Ghost earse at his homse in
The license plate on the \ nt grill reads “Ecto-1,
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might convince you this is the real deal,
the “Ghostbusters™ movie ride brought
to life.

It took Aikman and Jodloski less than
a month to replicate the hearse featured
in the 2016 “(zhostbusters” remake, and
in & few months it will serve as the cen-
terpiece at the third-annual “How-To
Halloween™ at the Lansing Center, an
event that pays homage to all things
spooky and homemade.

For now, it sits in Aikman's already
crowded driveway northwest of down-
town Lansing awaiting the occasional
trip around town.

The reactions the pair gets when they
dotake it out for a spin are at the heart of
why they did it, Jodlozki said.

“All of the sudden, if you're having a
bad day — not anymore. You just can't
help but smile when ?'ma see it

Aikman and Jodloski will tell you
their “Ghostbusters™ car was a team ef-
fort.

Aikman, 45, a Capital Area Transpor-
tation Authority bus driver of 17 years,
has been restoring cars and creating
things with their parts for more than 30

YEars.

Jodloski, a father of three and the
owner of Jammin' DJs, has spent the last
decade designing and creating Hallow-
een and movie-themed displays in his
free time,

Together they utilized Aikman's me-
chanical know-how and Jodloski's cre-
ative flair to recreate the famous movie
vehicle, When it goes on display at the
Lansing Center this October it will even
sport the small ghost hood ornament
seen in the film.

‘1 had to meet this guy'

5till, the project never would have
happened if Jodloski hadn't spotted one
of Alkman's Hollywood-inspired cre-
ations during a local car show.

“The Reaper's Ride" took Aikman six
months and $6,000 to build with help
from friends. It's his take on Grandpa’s
“dragula,” a vehicle featured on an epi-
sode of the 1960s television show “The
Munsters.”

The body consists of two coffinz, the
frame is custom built from parts taken
off a1972 Chevy Nova 55 and a V8 engine
sits in front. It's street legal, can travel at
75 miles per hour and is Aikman’s first
“from scratch” vehicle. He dedicated it
to his father Dale, who died when Aik-
man was a toddler.

In the fall of 2014 the spooky dragster
was sitting in a restaurant parking lot of f
Michigan Avenue when Jodloski was
driving by. 5

“I saw it and I just did a U-turn,” he
said. “I had to meet this guy.”

Jodloski's no stranger to movie-
themed wehiele-ereations. He has his
own, & Dodge Durango SUV he remade
to look like a vellow and green “Jurassic
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The finished "Ghostbusters” logo is put on the side of a 1984 Cadillac hearse in Jodloski’s garage.
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Jerry Jodloski remade his Dodge Durange into a “Jurassic Park™ themed tour vehide, inspired

by the 1593 film.

Park" tour vehicle,

“He came in and he said, *Alright, who
owns that coffin car?' ™ Aikman said. “He
told me, ‘I need your car.' "

And Aikman obliged, leading that Oc-
tober’s Downtown Lansing Zombie Walk,
held at the same time as the first “How-
To Halloween."

hjIt was the beginning of their friend-
ship.

Then last yvear Jodloski pointed out
that Aikman's 1984 Cadillac hearse, one
of more than a dozen cars he owns,
looked similar to the hearse featured in
the new movie trailer for the upcoming
“Ghostbusters” remake,

“I'was like, “Well, you know what? I've

aly:-jays wanted a movie car,’ " Aikman
said.
And project Ecto-1 was born.

Impressive result

“This would have been difficult to do
alone,” Jodloski said. “But I kind of had a
thought of how we could do it, and our
skills complemented each other. He did

“Anybody could build this car
if they threw thousands of
dollars at it ... But I think the
neatest thing is that we did it
with just hundreds.”

JERRY JODLOSKI

his _Ipart. 1 did my part.”

he end result was parked in the
driveway next to Aikman's Lansing
home Wednesday afternoon. And on his
porch was a poster board filled with pho-
tographs of the movie version. During
the design process the duo used the pho-
tos as a starting point. Aikman can point
out the subtle differences between their
rendition and the original.

Jodlozki is responsible for the red vi-
nyl on the car's exterior, along with the
“hostbusters™ logo on the sides and
rear of the car, and Aikman focused on
the crowded hood that's packed with
what looks like “ghost busting” equip-
ment. It's really a collection of stuff —
piping, tanks, scraps, old fire extinguish-
ers — that Aikman hunted down at sal-
vage vards and other places and orga-
nized to look like the movie hearse,

“All the parts are not accurate,” Aik-
man said. “They're as close as | could get
them.”

Jodloski said the creative ways the
pair kept their costs down makes the fin-
1shed product that much more satisfy-

ing.

“Anybody could build this car if they
threw thousands of dollars at it,” he said.
“But I think the neatest thing is that we
did it with just hundreds."

Aikman and Jodloski have already
started planning next year's project —
the conversion of a 1970 Dodge van they
picked up in Wisconsin into “The Mys-
tery Machine” from Scooby-Doo.

The hearse was completed just a few
weeks ago, and Aikman has displayed it
at a few local car events already.

“Everybody can relate to it,” he said.

Both men say it's the perfect promo-
tional prop for this years “How-To Hal-
loween," set for Oct. 15-16.

Beyond that, Aikman said it's just a
blast to own.

“Had you asked me 10 vears ago,
‘Would vou ever want a movie vehicle?* [
wiottld said yes, but never in my
wildest imagination did I think I'd have
one, and now, thanks to Jerry and his
idea, I've got one.”

Contact Rachel Greco at (517} 528-
2075 or rgreco@lsj.com. Follow her on
Twitter @GrecoatLSJ.



